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3, 2, 1– GO Warriors! RCHS Gym Ribbon -Cutting
The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony for the RCHS Gymnasium was held on
December 1, 2021. The gym has undergone approximately $200,000.00
in renovations, which includes new flooring, new scoreboards, new
goals, new paint and decals, a new scorers’ tables, in addition to the
freshly painted concession stand and renovated restrooms to include new
paint, new sinks, faucets, and mirrors. The new sound system will be
coming soon. The ribbon-cutting was celebrated with the wrestling team,
volleyball team, cheerleaders, and boys and girls basketball teams, along
with their coaches. The basketball teams opened up the gym that evening
with a lot of excitement and a couple of wins!!
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UPCOMING DATES:
Dec. 22– Students Early Release
End of 1st Semester
Dec. 23– Jan. 9– Winter Break
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Jan. 17– Martin Luther King, Jr.
Holiday– No School
Feb. 18– Virtual Instruction
Day/ No In-person Instruction
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DISTRICTWIDE MATH COMPETITION
The district's elementary math competition was held at RCHS
on December 2, 2021. School teams were dressed in their designer original t-shirts while putting forth their best efforts to
attain the title of district-level winner. District leaders, principals, teachers, student volunteers, parents, and the Superintendent comprised the audience which cheered the mathletes on as
they put mathematical principles to work. After engaging in
rounds of team ciphering and the completion of individual tests,
this year's competition ranking order is as follows:
4th Grade

5th Grade

1st Place

Mt. Olive Intermediate

Mt. Olive Intermediate

2nd Place

Dixie Elementary

Oliver Elementary

3rd Place

Oliver Elementary

Dixie Elementary

The honor of best t-shirt design was bestowed to the Blue Jays
at Oliver Elementary. Their design captured the district’s theme,
“Math Factors into Everything”, with a display of a factor tree
on the ornaments of a Christmas tree.
“ The strength of the team is each individual member. The strength of each member is the team.” Phil Jackson

RCSD THANKS OUR VETERANS
Russell County Schools celebrated Veterans Day with posters, programs, music, and a special walk to honor those who
served. Mt. Olive Intermediate
School’s Student 2 Student team
presented a program that featured Lt. Colonel (Retired) Andy Yerkes as the guest
speaker, and RCHS JROTC posted the Colors and presented the Missing Man Table. Oliver Elementary students and faculty joined the principal, Mrs. Kennedy, in a virtual meeting. During the meeting, students
said the Pledge of Allegiance, participated in a moment of
silence and sang “America, the Beautiful”. The principal also read the
book, “America's White Table”. A
"white table" replica was set up in the
school commons along with a variety
of books about veterans throughout
the week for students and teachers to
view. PE coaches at RCMS planned a Veterans Day
Walk for students to help them better
understand the meaning of Veterans
Day. The RCHS Warrior Band Program paid tribute to all those who
have served and dedicated their lives
to our country.

HOMECOMING CELEBRATION
2021-RCHS

This year’s Homecoming Tailgate celebration was a huge success! We had over 40 separate
groups participate in tailgating
festivities! The Alumni Association was able to raise over $1500
to
donate
to
the
high
school. RCHS is very thankful
for the Alumni’s gratitude and all
of the amazing participation
which helped make this a great
event.
This year’s Homecoming King nominees were
Jeremiah Baker, Joshua Byrom, and Norkell Williams. Queen nominees were Leanna Bridges,
Ilana Johnson, and Maraya Stone.
RCHS 2021-22 Homecoming King is Norkell
Williams and this year’s Queen is Maraya
Stone.
Congratulations to these outstanding
students!

JROTC NATIONAL RECOGNITION

NEW PAVED AREAS AT
MOUNT OLIVE SCHOOLS

Students from Russell County High School JROTC
went to Washington, D.C. this summer and participated in the JROTC National Competition. Both the Academic Team and Leadership Team from RCHS won
regional and Brigade level competitions and were
ranked in the top 40 of 3100 programs across the
United States. The instructors worked with the students to prepare them for the national competition,
and the Academic Team placed 4th and the Leadership
Team placed 11th nationally out of the 40 teams that
participated.
Please see the link below highlighting the RCHS
JROTC Teams featured in the Alabama JROTC Magazine: https://alabamajrotc.org/stories-of-success/

Mt. Olive Primary and Mt. Olive
Intermediate Schools are growing and so is the traffic. The open
lot next to Dollar General has
been paved and is now a holding
area for those waiting to pick up
students. In the last two years,
there has been a large increase in
the number of car riders due to
the pandemic. The increase has made traffic on
Highway 165 very congested and cars are backed
up for miles. This new holding area has 7 lanes
and takes about 50 cars off the road. It allows a
safer pickup and drop-off for the parents.
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NEW SIGNAGE AT SEALE CAMPUS

We have something else to be proud of at
the Seale Campus Annex, along with our
newly refreshed look on the inside and outside of the buildings. The buildings now
feature new signs that add a touch of school
district pride as you walk through. Our vision and mission are evident throughout!

WELCOME TO RCSD,
NEW TEAM MEMBERS!

Elementary Level

Secondary Level

Welcome Warriors! The Russell County School
District is proud, proud, proud to announce that we
have some brand-new warriors joining the
tribe. They are an amazing group of educators who
have a true love for students and a passion for
teaching and learning. Their talent, skill, and
knowledge will inspire, empower, and educate our
students with excellence for years to come. In the
current educational landscape, we know they could
have chosen to work anywhere and we are so
thankful for them choosing us! Please join me in
giving a warm “Warrior” welcome to our new family members. Be Warrior Strong-“We’re All In This Together!”

RCHS SIGNING DAY
On November 10th, Russell County High
School senior baseball player, Landon Russell, signed a scholarship to play baseball at
Auburn University. Landon is slated to join
head coach Butch Thompson and the AU
program upon graduation in May 2022. During his signing speech, Landon was very
complimentary of his RCHS teammates and
coaches for helping him reach the Division 1
level. Russell County High School will host
another signing day during the upcoming
spring semester for other senior athletes, so
stay tuned!

RCHS CHEERLEADER
COMPETITION

The Russell County High School cheerleaders
competed at The Magic City Regional cheerleading competition on November 13th in Birmingham. The cheerleaders received 3rd place and a
bid for nationals! Coach Adrienne Thomas stated, “We are honored to be the coaches of a team
that will have a chance to compete at nationals.
This is an amazing opportunity for the girls, and
they are very excited since this is the first time
we have ever received a bid to nationals! The
girls have worked so hard, and we look forward
to showcasing our routine in Orlando, Florida”.
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From the Superintendent’s Desk:

Dr. Brenda Coley
Greetings Warrior Family!
Have you heard the buzz around the community? There is a new season in the Russell County School District!
New and upgraded facilities, expanded extracurricular activities (Girls Flag Football, E-Sports Gaming, Bass
Fishing Club), a winning 6-4 football season, RCHS National JROTC and Cheerleading competition nominations, RCMS New Star Academy, and two recent RCHS Basketball victories against our two rivalries (Central
and Smith Station) are only a few of the distinguished highlights of our 2021 season. If you have not taken notice, I encourage you to check out the amazing things happening in this new era of warrior nation.
Although the COVID-19 pandemic has resulted in a significant loss of both academic and social-emotional
learning for students, I am encouraged by the work ethic of our instructional team. As we continue to analyze
the cost of the pandemic, we use the term “unfinished learning” to capture the reality that students were not
given the opportunity the past two years to complete all of the learning they would have completed in a typical
year. However, these are a few of our district’s top priorities for closing achievement gaps:
- Safe and Conducive Learning Environments
- Personalized Professional Development for Educators
- Expanded Tutorial/Remediation Programs for students in grades K-12
- Best Teaching Practices and Instructional Strategies
- New Technologies and Educational Resources to Enhance Learning
The good news is that we have the right team members to overcome the odds against us as we are “All In This Together” and “Warrior
Strong”. Let us continue to raise the dignity of our education profession and provide a quality education to every student. As a proud alumnus of Russell County Schools and an employee for over thirty years of the district, I am beyond excited about the new energy, warrior spirit,
and sense of pride among students, parents, educators, and community members alike. We have an incredible “warrior team” that is moving
our district beyond the imaginable. We look forward to much more excitement in the days, weeks, months, and years to come. As always, I
am grateful, honored, and blessed to serve our students and this wonderful community.

#WarriorNation #CountyStrong #OneTribe
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